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GENTLEMEN, | 


HEN I conſider, how many Excel- 


liſhd; and bite few Perſons have 


Le; ſure, or at leaſt an Inclination, to Read them; 


J 8 convincd , that it had been winch better , - that 


This had been buried i in the place of its ; Birth, than 


0 bave come Abroad, 


A But 


— — —— 


lent Sermons, are every Day Pub- 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


But as private Intereſt, muſt give place to Publick | 
Advantages, ſo muſt private Opinions, to the Py. | 
lick, and more diſcerning Judgments, of thoſe iz Wl G 


Power. 2 | 

And therefore I thought it my Duty, to give way | 
to the Repeated Commands, of my Lords th, | 
Judges, and of you Gentlemen, my much Efeemd 
Friends. Having only this private Advantage in | 

View, viz. That my own Humble Opinion, migt | 
not be term d, either the Effect of Pride, or Mo- 
P TITTIES = 

T fhall only beg leave to add, That I hope you will | 
take ſome Care of theſe helpleſs Papers, which you 
have carried Abroad, IT had almoſt ſaid, without the 
Approbation of the Author ; who is — 


Your Moſt Humble Servant, 


RR. Mil IEC HAU. 


, v 


Janes V. Ver, 9. 


Grudge not one againſt another, Brethren, 


leſt ye be condemned: Behold the 
Judge ftandeth before the Door. 


T has ever been the Deſign of all Wiſe Govern- 
ments,byWholſome and Proper Laws, to regulate 
the Actions, and promote the Good of thoſe over 

whom their Authority preſtded. But ſince 
Mankind could ſee no farther than the Outſide 

of the Creature; nor Human Prudence or Force lay 


| Shackles on the Wills and Aﬀetions of Juruly Men, 


twas the peculiar Prerogative of Providence, as the 


Searcher and Trier of the very Heart and Reins, to 
give Laws to the Inward Man; and make even the In- 


tentional Sinner ſtand Criminal before the Divine Tri- 

bunal, PT, En 
*Tis true, ſome of the Wiſer Zeathens, who ſaw 

how unable the Magifracy was to extirpate Paſſions, 


ſubdue Luſts, vanquith Pride and Ambition, and to re- 
G&ify and improve Reaſon, declin'd laying hold on the 


Reins of Government, as a meaner, tho neceſſary Toil, 
and choſe what they thought the much nobler Part, vix. 


the Study of Philofophy, knowing that the only way to 


make Men good, would be firſt to make them wile. 
They knew 'twould be as impoſſible for P/zrick Con- 


Fitutions, tho' never ſo wiſely fram'd, and fenc'd with 


ever ſo good Laws, which only could take cognizance 


of the Outward Acts of the Body, but had no effect 


pon the Mind, but left it wholly uncultivated, and 
LS | un- 


1 
iy 


unſubdu'd ; I ſay, they knew it would be as impolf. 


We for them to produce that Regularity, Harmony, 


and due Order in a Commonwealth, as it would be for 


the moſt Ingenious Mechanick rightly to divide Time, 


and regulate Motion, only by making an Exquiſite fine 
Hand, well poliſh'd Dial-Plate, and Curious Pillars, but 


had neglected the Main Spring and Wheels of the A. 
chine, which are neceſſary to cauſe and regulate the 


Mot1on. 


Indeed their Deſign was generous and brave, but how | 
far they miſs d of their propos'd End, thoſe who are ac. 


quainted with the Heathen Oeconomy need not now be 


told. And the Jewiſh World, to whom the Oracles of 
God were committed, had but Dark Notions of Re. 
wards and Puniſhments, and a dim Proſpect of another 
Life, ſoar'd but little above the Flight of Improv'd Na-. 
ture, and had the Title of God's People, rather thro the 
Mercy of his Choice, than the Merit of their Practice. 
For They were an Adulterous and Sinful Generation, a Ce- 
neration that ſet not their Heart aright, and whoſe Spirit 
cleav'd not ſtedfaſtly unto the Lord; for none called for u- 
Nice, nor pleaded for Truth; they truſted in Vanity, and 
ſpoke Lies; they wearied themſelves to commit Iniquity, yea, | 
they proceeded from Evil to Evil, having their Converſa- | 
tions in the Luſts of the Fleſh, fulfilling the Defires of the | 
Fleſh, and of the Mind, and walking according to the Courſe } 

of this World : So that the Heathen World ſtood in 
need of a Revelation which ſhould be a Light to lighten | 
the Gentiles ; and the Jews of a brighter Diſpenſation, 
which ſhould be the Glory of his People Jrael: And this 
God Almighty was pleaſed to grant, when he ſent his 
Son into the World, to Bring Life and Immortality 16 


2 Tim. 1. 


TH light through the Goſpel ; and by giving a Law which 


ſhould regulate the Motions of the Mind, and mn 
We 


The Unreaſonableneſs and 
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Danger of Grudging. 


LT... 


beat with Chriſtian Ardour and Vigor; by reſtrain- 

ing the Iniquity of Thought, as the firſt Spring of 

action, and ſaying, Grudge not one againſt another, 

Brethren, leſt ye be condemn'd : Behold the Fudge ftandeth 

before the Door. VVV 
In my following Diſcourſe upon the Words, I ſhall - 

endeavour to ſhew, N N 


J. What may be comprehended under the Apoſtle's | 


Prohibition, Grudge not one againſt another. 4 

IT. I ſhall ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of Grudging 
ne againſt another; Firit, as we are Men; and Seco: 
ly, as we are Chriſtians. i 


And IIIdly, The danger of falling under Condemna- 
tion for ſo doing; becauſe the Judge ſtandeth before the 


Door. 


iſ, J am to ſhew, what may be comprehended 
under St. Fames's Prohibition, Grudge not one againſt 
another. 5 13 
The Greek Word grace, which is here render'd 
Grudge, commonly ſignifies an uneaſineſs under Preſ- 
lures and Calamities, which vents it ſelf in Sighs and 
Groms ; an Irkſomneſs and Grief, occaſion'd by the 
Weight of ſome real, or ſuppos'd Burden, which be- 
gets a Diſlike of our Condition, and an Envy for 
thoſe who move in a happier Sphere. _ 
The Prohibition, may in the firſt place relate to 
the Animoſities and Diviſions, which were at that 
ume, amongſt the Fews : For Hyrcanas and Ariſtobu- 
, the Sons of Alexander, falling out about the King- 
dom; the firſt, calling in Pompey to his Aſſiſtance, 
overcame his Brother; but thereby put himſelf and 
lis People, under the Rowan Yoke ; which * | 
| | ung 


1 be Unreaſonableneſs and 


hung very uneaſy on the Necks of Ariſtobulass Party WM; - 
and made them always grudging and contending aPainſ} # 
thoſe, either Jews, or Heathens, that were converted ol 
to Chriſtianity, and would not ſtand up and fight for $10! 
their Pretended Liberty, and a Temporal Kingdom. me 
but had learn d to be iet to the Higher Poe Ti 
we are told, that the Converts among the Heather tf 
were more, and better Chriſtiaus than thoſe among the E 
Fews and Samaritans; the firſt .conſcientiouſly and W | : 
etly ſubmitting to Legal Authority; whereas the! . 
latter, by over-rating their Deſcent from Abraham. * 
and wreſting of Prophecies, ſo as to make them predict * 
their Temporal Liberty, and Imaginary Freedom; wer * 
always ſighing under the Sadneſs of their Condition, > 
and groaning under the Roman Government. 3 4 
But tho' this might be the primary Intent of the 4 F 
poſile's Prohibition, yet are we not to think that thel * 
Words had fo. narrow a Deſign, as only to be calcula. I 
ted for that Oeconomy: No, they were doubtleſs written A 
for our Learning, upon whom the Ends of the World are "" 
dein 


— 


come. For as the Pale of the Chriſtian Church grevf 
more and more enlarged; and the Son of God had the 
| Heathen for his Inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of the 
Earth for his Poſſeſſion, there were many who mix d 
with the Godly Multitude, who were Chriſtians only 
in Name, but not in Fact; who had not forſaken their 
Sins, nor ſubdued the C/ Man, but liv'd in their Luſts, 
and pamper'd their Paſſions : And therefore this Prohi- 
bition cannot be ſuppos'd to be temporary, but of eter- 
nal force; that is, as long as Men ſhall be ſenſual, pal- 
ſionate and proud; Lovers of this World, rather than 
Lovers of God. And this we have reaſon to fear will 
be the Caſe of a great part of Mankind, till Meng 
mall make it their greateſt Glory to be Chriſtians ; „ 


Danger of Grudging. 


ludy to be Good, rather than Great; which we may 


ec mog Deſpair of ſecing, till the Son of Man ſpall 
or n with Power and oreat Glory, and ſhall gather toge- 
mig, bis Elect from the four Winds; and the Earth ſhall 
ws 


„ fIl'd with the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters 
mer the Sea. 

20%, By being commanded not to Grudge, we are 
bid to Grieve, or Repine over much at our Croſſes, 
Clamities, and Misfortunes ; or to harbour an Evil 
ſhought, or to look with an Evil Eye, upon thoſe 


ner Sphere. 
Tis but too common to ſee the Poor, look upon 
beRich, as the Rapparees of Fortune; who have got 


bz Thoughts of this, their Breaſts are ruffled, their 


ob, and every Breath's a Sigh. If they look into 


"to their own Boſoms, they ſee em full fraught with 


oY i ſuperfluities of Nature; but what then? They be- 
: id 7 not to them; they are forbidden Fruit, fenc'd a- 
- 11 dat With Touch not, Taſte not, Handle not: At every” 
* wow of the Street, they meet with thoſe that carry 


Men nuch upon their Backs, as would procure them an 


; 14 neſs for their Lives ; and whoſe bulky Bodies are, 


laps, deform'd, by the Superfluities that were in 
3 B „ 


jeſt themſelves of their Luſts, and ſinful Paſſions; 


thoſe kinder Stars have made them move in a hap- 


nore than their ſhare, and keep it chiefly to preſerve 
onp, to pamper Pride, and to feed Senſuality. At 


en ert are full, yea over-charg'd, and every Pulſe is a 


cir Houſes, they fee nothing but what renders them 
mtemptible, if not Hated ; if they turn their Eyes 


et, Groans , and Anxiety of Mind; Here they ſee 
& Uncaſineſs, Petulancy and Pride of frail Nature, 
6 i there the naſty narrowneſs of a poor Cottage. If 
ny book Abroad, they behold indeed, the neceſſaries 


the U, nreaſonableneſs and 


Gen. 2. 
Ter. 7. 


Iaiah f. 


Wer. 20. 


the very Nature of Things, and even unmake them. 


the Power of their own Hands. When this they (ee, | 
and reflect on their own Indigency, and the eager De. | 
mands of their craving Nature ; this ſwells the Heart 
and makes it utter very expreſſive, tho' inarticulate | 
Sounds; cauſes them to diſlike themſelves, fall out 
with Providence, and Grudge at the happier Condition 
of their Fellow. Creature. | | | 

But the unreaſonableneſs of this way of acting, or 
grudging one againſt another, will appear, if we con- 
ſider that we are Men. If we turn our Eyes upon our 
ſelves, and view (if I may fo ſay) the Structure of 
our Minds, we may eaſily find, that that Immortal 
Spirit which we call the Soul, may without Vanity, 
boaſt of an Heavenly Extraction; tis nearly allied to 
that Eternal Mind, that tremendous Being, that firſt Y 
breath'd it into us, When Man became a Living Soul. 


© a _ » 
FI 3 * * 3 
2 2 r . . Ly __—_ T 


Hence it is, that Mankind by a wonderful Power, ; 
can attract and bring home, real Objects to his Brealt ; WW n. 
or form imaginary ones, in the dark dimenſions of his Wi nil 
Boſom ; pry into the Nature of his Fellow-Creature, eg 
as well as inſpect his own Being; and by a ſtrange in- ' ff 
ternal Impulſe, be ſtrongly inclin'd, eagerly to purſue . 4 
thoſe Things, which ſeem Pleaſant and Profitable ; and g 
with Deteſtation to avoid others, that appear inconve- /ti 
nient and diſagreeable. "rip ed been 

Hence it is, that Men are put under 4 neceſſary Ob- Uber 
ligation, or moral Tie, to one another, to perform Attic 
the laudable Duties of common Humanity: For the) N lo1 
are not endued, with a boundleſs Will, nor {cit to e 
lawleſs Liberty; but are.circumſcrib'd with the agrees lone 
ble Mounds of Law, which will always be advantage 
ous to them, tho Men thould agree together, to cal = 
Evil Good, and Good Evil; except they could alten E [ 

eim 


{elves. _ 


i 


Danger of Grudging. 


It is ſo far from being a Diſhonour to Man, that 
tis certainly his Glory, as well as Advantage, to be 
covern'd by Laws ; This puts him in a higher Claſs 
than the Animal Creation ; ſhews him to be of a nobler 
Extraction, as well as more excellent Frame, than the 
Horſe or Mule, that have no Underſtanding, but their 
Mouths muſt be held with the Bit, and Bridle ; And 
therefore, whenever he lets Senſe prevail over his 
Rexſon, and breaks through the Mounds which God 
1nd Nature have made, he drops part of his Dignity, 
deforms the Man, and dwindles into a Beaſt. Indeed 
he ſinks himſelf, even below the Level of the dumb 
Creation ; which know no Law, but what their 
Rellies, or their Luſts dictate to them; which 
they regularly enough purſue, according as Nature 
prompts. 35 . Sy "Ex 
But Man, if once he throws off the eaſy and ad- 
rantagious Yoke of Law, is certainly the wildeſt Ani- 
mal in the World; He has as many Inclinations, as 
ic ſees Objects of Profit or Pleaſure ; and is prompted 
o freſh Purſuits, as oft as he has new Deſires. _ 
And as it is abſolutely neceſſary that Mankind ſhould 
be govern'd by Laws, to prevent that Rapine and In- 
juſtice ; that Force and Fraud, which would have 
ben the unavoidable Conſequence of an unbounded 
berty; So every Man, is oblig'd to conform his 
Tm (tons, according to the Rules of that Law; not on- 
for his own Sake, but for the Good of the reſt of 
ae Community: For we are not born for our ſelves 
lone; but our QUEEN and our Country, our ve- 
4 Enemics as well as Friends, have an Intereſt and a 
"mr in us: So that they only Act like Men, who 
deen Obedience to right Reaſon ; which in other 
lers is to Act conformable to Law, and tollow that 
BD 6s SSIS Golden 
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Golden Rule, of doing to axliers. 45 they dende 
would be dealt withal. 


that we Grudge one againſt another, and we ſhall fng | 
it below the Dignity of our Nature, to be moy'd by 
them; and they are either the Goods of the Mind,! 


bal — DG 


n 


Furthermore, Let us conſider what are the Cauſes 


or the Goods of Fortune, as they are vulgarly termd 

As to the firſt; ſhall I grudge my Brother the reel 
Gitt of Heaven 2 Shall mine Eye be Evil, becauſe God; 
was Good: Shall T envy him the Enjoyment of that] 
which may turn to my Improvement, and be a com-] 


mon Bleſſing to Mankind? No furely, this is below! $ 


the Dignity of undebauched Nature, which ſhould be] 
pleasd to ſee a Copy lo like the Original; rejovcel 
when ſuch Lamps are lighted up, to illuminate the 


Hearts, and direct the Ways, of the eſs knowing : and 


unthinking part of Mankind. 


Such bright Examples, ought to be Spurs to our 1 
Diligence, and Incentives to our Induſtry ; make us ; 


rub off the Ruſt, which we brought into the World} 


with us; whet our Faculties to a better Edge , ind 
in ſome meaſure, make amends for the dulneſs of tie R 


Mettal. 


And as to the Goods of Fortune, if what a Mad | 
poſſeſſes, be the effect of honeſt Induſtry, or Merit; 
it is an Argument of a baſe degenerous Mind, to grudge 
him the Enjoyment of them. And if they were r:4 
viſn'd by force, ſtoln by Fraud, or dearly purchas df ; 
by ig the Poſſeſſor is rather an Object of Pity 
than of Envy; for he is a Slave to his own Luſts, 4 
Subverter of the Law and order of Nature; a Profily 
tuter of his Conſcience; and in ſhort one that has {14 
crific d the Man, to preſerve the Villain. 


T hat 


"Danger of Grudeing. © 
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"oF 8 of Mr. Hobbs 8, which fincoſe _ beſt wg 8 
not only natural Means, for Self- Preſervation, en | 
amongſt the Good and Virtuous, to be Force ind De- 


WW cit. is very wild and abſurd; for if this were once 
d admitted, the Notion which 25 now have of Good- 
' WR nc and Virtue, would be utterly loſt; every Man's 
d, property would be as large as his ode for the Strong 
0. would be ſure to be Beaſts of Prey; juſtice would not 
ee ſo much as have a Name in the World, and Huma- 
ds nity would conſiſt in nothing more, than Strength, : 
at] Cunning, and Cruelty. This muſt unhinge Governs 
m. ment, and diſſolve the Cement of publick Societies. 
oY A Man had better meet a Wolf, or a Lion, or a Ty- 
be ger rob'd of her Young, than a Creature of his own 
Jeg Species ; for tho' he could not pretend to Cope with 
e thoſe 4 mals, either kor ſtrength of Muſcles, or ſwift- 
and nk of Feet ; vet he might preſerve himſelf, if not 
= cliroy he Beaſt, by the ſuperior Power of his Ratio- 
_ 1 Faculty. But what Armour could he put on, what 
e uo Delcace could he make, againſt his Fellow Creature, 
5 1 who was his Equal, if not Superior in Power, and his 


Match, if not his Maſter in Politicks ? | 
1 God Almighty, the Author of our Beings, certain- 
Wo | ccign'd Man for a Sociable Creature; and there- 
Mat bre, las bleſs d us with the Power of Expreſſing. our 
Minis to one another, by Articulate Sounds, which 
we call Words; a Benefit which no other Creature en- 
sd joys. He has made the very Face, or Countenance , 
7 ot due natural, unpoliſhd, {imple Man, ſo true an In- 
8 4 dex of the Mind, that it often expreſſes the Sorrows 
* of the Heart, in Rhetoric more powerful than that of 
20 eighd Words; and what can this mean, unleſs 
it be to move Pity, and procure a kind Return ? 


Tha „ --.-- When 


* 
4 * 


10 The Unreaſonableneſs\and 


enn When the Divine Spirit ſaid, Ir was not og for Man 
* to be alone; certainly the Words, had a larger Mean. 
ing, than to be confin'd to the narrow Limits, of 3 
__ Conjugal Eſtate ; and are expreſlive, of the happine 
1 of a ſociable Life; and of the inſupportable Diſconſo. 
lateneſs of a brutal Solitude. 
1 The very Mind of Man is pleas'd and cheriſh'd with 
the apprehenſion of meeting with agreeable Converſa. 
| tion; whereas the thoughts of being long alone, are 
| generally productive of a Sigh. For tho' we often re. 
tire, and are pleas'd with Privacy, yet this is only to. | 
furniſh our ſelves with Oil, and to trim our Lamps, | 
| that we may ſhine the brighter when we come abroad, | 
= be capable of doing more Good by entring the Liſt of 
Converſation with greater Force, and more {ſucceſsful } 
vigor. 5 

b rom what has been ſaid on this Head, it appears, 
That a Man by the very Make of his Mind, is inclin'd 

to Beneficence, and is oblig'd to it by the indiſpenſi- 

ble Law of Nature; Man being deſign'd to be a help to 
Man : That if this be not allow'd, Man would be the 
moſt ſavage of Animals, having more Luſts to gratity, 1 
and more Ways of Revenge than any other Creature: 
That we are not born fer our ſelves alone, but for the 

Good of the Community ; which can never be regu- 

larly carry'd on, except every particular Member has 

his ſhare : That we are not to envy any Man, neither 
the Goods of the Mind, nor the Largeſſes of For- 

tune, but ſhould promote the Advantages of a So- 
ciable Life, for which end the Gift of Speech was al- 
1 e . „„ I 
This is the Language of Pure Unadulterated Nature, 


| and therefore whoever acts againſt it, not only hg A 


Danger of Grudging. 
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11 


8 


—_—— 


Being, by acting unreaſonably, and like a Fool. 


his Fellow Creature, but leſſens the Dignity of his own 


But here it may be ſaid, That this relates chiefly, if 


not ſolely, to the Outward Acts of the Body, which 


are viſible to the World, and diſturb Mankind; where- 


35 Grudeing is an Act of the Inward Man, perform'd in 


the Dark Chambers of the Heart. But to this T anſwer, 


That the Culture of the Mind ought to be the chief 


Care of Man; for if the Fountain be corrupted, the 


Streams will certainly be impure. The Cauſe of the 
Diſeaſe ought to be known , before the Phyſician can 
properly preſcribe, or the Patient, reaſonably, expect a 


Cure, 


cannot ſuppoſe the Actions to be regular and decent. 
He that is diſlatisfy'd at home, will be apt to run into 
Extravagancies, or at leaſt will make but an awkward 
Figure abroad; the Law, like the Pendulum of a Clock, 
may have ſome effect upon his Motion; but if the In- 
wards are diſorder'd, we muſt not expect it to be regu- 


When the Mind is out of order, or diſaffected, we 


lar. A bare Negative Kindneſs, of doing no Evil to 
one's Neighbour {tho' this is more than can be expect- 
ed from one that grudges againſt him) would be too 


weal a Cement to hold Mankind in any tolerable Uni- 
on: Societies, whoſe Minds are not knit together 
by Love and Humanity, are like Heaps of Sand, which, 
tio crouded together in one Common Mats, yet is 


there no ſtrong coheſion, but the leaſt motion tumbles 
(o and deſtroys the aggregate Body. But if a Man 


voks upon his Fellow Creature as a Partner of his Na- 


ture, and a Fellow Trader in one Common Stock of | 
the World, he will do him all the Kind Offices that 


lc in his Power, will not let a Relation ſuffer, ſince he 


knows it will reflect upon the Family, but will always 
: — 


> 
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be laying into the Common Fund of Friendſhip, well 
knowing, that whatever he makes his Partner gain,will 
at laſt be found in his own CH. 8 
T was a Maxim amongſt the Stoicks, That. as the gart 
1 aud all the Produttions of it, were created for the uſe of 
; Men, ſo Men themſelves were for the ſake of Men brought 
: into the World, that they might aſſiſt and benefit each 
other. 
| __ This they thought proper to inſti] into the Minds of 
N Men, as the moſt effectual way to make em diſcharge 
1 the Debt which they owe to their own Nature : For 
he that is deaf when Nature pleads, and remorſeleſs 
when he ſees her ſuffer, will ne'er be led by the moſt 
Tnviting Laws, nor reſtrain'd by the moſt Sanguinary 
BY Puniſhments. For in vain do ye teach for Doctrine the 
N Commandments of men, if your minds are not ſet upon rigb. 
|  teouſneſs, O ye Congregation. 


— * * ua 
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But, IIdly. If it be Unreaſonalle to | grudge one againſt 
another, as we are Men, it will appear to be much more 
lo as we are Chriſtians. 


Tho' God out of his Infinite Goodneſs may make | 
great Allowances to the Heathen World; eſpecially to 
tom. 2. thoſe who having not a Law are a Law unto then- 
4 ſelves; and have the Joyful Teſtimony of a Good Con- 
ſcſcience, excuſing them from the breach of the Law ot 
| Nature; tho' God may wink at ſuch Times of Igno- 
rance, yet are we without excuſe, anto hom it is given 
to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven. For 
fince Chriſt has brought Life and Immortality to light thro 
the Goſpel, he has commanded all men every where to fe. 
pent, and to increaſe in the Knowledge of God, and be fd 
with the Knowledge of his Will, in all Wiſdom and Spiri. 


tual 
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l Underſtanding : He that ſeeth not as Man ſceth, 
but perietrateth into the nethermoſt Corners of the 


Heart, requireth that here ſhould be firſt a Willing Mind, 
1nd that they that worſhip him, fhould worſhip him in Spi- 
rit and in Flash. For let the Outward Acts of Religi- 
on (if poſſible) be perform'd with never ſo much De- 


| cency, and ſeeming Devotion, tho man draw nigh to 
Cod with his Lips, yet if his Heart be far from him, his 


very Devotion is Idolatry, and his Prayers are turned in- 
!0 Sin: For tis the Intention that ſanctifies the AR, and 
makes it acceptable in the fight of God. 
There is nothing more hated by God, nor abhorred 


by Good Men, nothing more deſtructive of the Peace 


of the World, nor oppoſite to the Precepts of our moſt 
Holy Religion, than an Envious Mind, and an Hypo- 
critical Heart; the firſt is the Canker of Society, and 
the other is the bane of Truth. 8 
The Deſign of the Goſpel of Chriſt, was to teach 
Men Piety, and Prudence, Humility, and Pati- 
ence; to inſtruct them how to deſpiſe the Slippery Tri- 
fles of this Tranſitory World, and to have their Hearts 
fd, and their Thoughts center'd where True Foys are 
only to be found; ſo that denying Ungodlineſs and Worldly 
Luſts, they might live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this 
hh Eng 1 L800. 5 ES - FA0gS 
Ile Goſpel puts forth our Bleſſed Saviour as a moſt 
Admirable Example of Patience and Humility, of Meek. 
nels and Long-ſuffering; For when he was reviled, he re- 
viled not again, but committed himſelf to him that judgeeth 
righteoufly : fo that his Example muſt be followed, 
and his Precepts practis d. His Love was not cold and 
languid, nor ſelfiſh and deſigning ; fer greater Love has 
40 man than this, that a man lay down his Life for his 
Friend; but he voluntarily refign'd his Precious Breath 


1 Pet. 2, 
23. 
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per a grudging and repining Spirit is, the Holy Ghoſt | 


even for his very Enemies; telling us, That if God þ, 
lov'd the World, as to ſend his Son to be a Propitiation fir 
our Sins, we ought alſoto love one another; and acquaint. 
ing us what Qualifications a True Chriſtian Love muſt 
have; for it muſt be without Diſſimulation, proceedin 

out of a Pure Heart, a Good Conſcience, and a Faith 
unfeigned. But how oppoſite to this Evangelical Tem. 


informs us, when he ſays, that thoſe whoſe Breaſts are 
poſſeſs d with it, are fooliſh and diſobedient, ſerving di. 
vers Luſts aud Pleaſures, who live in Malice and Emy, | 


hateful and hating one another. oh 
It was often obje&ed againſt our Saviour, that he WM /* 
came utterly to deſtroy the Moſaick Diſpenſation , and 
to aboliſh thoſe Cuſtoms which that Man of God had t 
eſtabliſhed ; but he tells them, they were mightily mi. bt 
{taken ; for He came not to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil, th 
to give a greater force and energy to it, making it at- | 
fect the Mind rather than the Body; ſhewing that a WW * 
Luſtful Thought was Adultery, and that Hatred, tho' WM ” 
 confind within the Breaſt, was Murther : That Pride is al 
part of the Compoſition of Satan, and that Covetouſ- 0 
neſs is no leſs than Idolatry. So that a Man may as | C 
well pretend to be an Angel, as a Chriſtian, if he #ears } 6 
any grudge againſt the Children of his People, or imagines i : 
evil againſt his Brother in his heart. „ = : 
 TheDivine Lawgiver has certainly as ſuitably adapt- 0 
ed his Laws for the government of the Mind, as al | 
Human Inſtitutions can be for the government of tie f 
Body; and it is an Honour, as well as Happinels, | c 
which the Rational World enjoys, that even their Will . 
and A/leRions are Subjects of the Divine Kingdom; 5 


| which receive Rewards even in this World, when thc) 


act contormably to God's Commands; For what fo 
wy 
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fure's like that of a Quiet Conſcience; and what 'Trea- 
ſure comparable to the Peace of Mind > Whereas, on 
the contrary, when a Man fins, tho' never ſo pri- 
rately, or breaks God's Laws, tho even in Thought, 
he wounds himſelf in the moſt Senſible Part, and teels 
2 Pain which exceeds that of a Broken Head, or a 
Bruis'd Limb. Fo 7 
In that Heavenly Hymn, which was ſung by a 
Choir of Angels, it is declar'd, that the Effect of 
Chriſt's Birth and his Doctrine, ſhould be the eſtabliſh- 
ing of Peace on Earth, by turning the Heang of the Diſ- 
obedient to the Wiſdom of the Fuſt, and by 2 our Con- 
ſciences from Dead Works, to ſerve the living God. 
So that he that is of a reſtleſs turbulent Diſpoſition, 
or an envious grudging Mind, plainly ſhews that he 
belongs not to Chriſt's Oeconomy, but is a Stranger to 
the Houſhold of Faith. LS Sy 
It is by the Bounty of Providence, that we live, move, 
ard have our Being; in theſe Common Bleſſings the very 


all men, to love our Enemies, and to pray for them that 
deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute us, is the diſtinguiſhing 
Character of one that's a Chriſtian indeed. Theſe 
Good Deeds are the eject of a Lively Faith, which 
worketh by Love; for as a Good Tree cannot bring forth 
Evil Fruit, neither can a Corrupt Tree bring forth goodFruzt; 


Mouth ſpeaketh, but even the Hands are inſtructed to 
Act. And therefore a Man that grudgeth againſt his Neigh- 
bour, can never perform thoſe goods Deeds which 
Chriſtianity enjoyns; one may as well pretend 70 ga- 
ther Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles, as to fee good 
Actions perform'd by one, who envies his Fellow-Crea- 
ture, or grudges againſt his Brother, But if we ſup- 
4 poſe, 


- 


Brutes themſelves are ſharers with us; but zo do good to Euke :. 


for out of the abundance of the Heart, not only the 
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poſe, that upon ſome extraordinary Caſes, private In. 


tereſt, or which is much the ſame, politick Reaſons 
may ſo far prevail, as t6 make a Man ſpeak what he 
doth not think, or Act what his Mind difallows ; why | 
ſuch a one's Tongue's a Traitor to the Tribunal of his 


own Breaſt, and his Hands are falſe to his Heart: He 
is an Hypocrite, in the diſguiſe of a Chriſtian, and 3 


. 


Knave whilſt he does Good. For, he that performs 1 
good Action out of Deſign, or merely for hopes of | 
Earthly Reward, is juſt as Praiſc-worthy, as he that 
pulls a Man out of a Ditch, only to pick his Pocket; 
or pleads The Cauſe of an Heireſ, becauſe he hopes 
to have her Fortune himſelf ; no Regard being had, to 
ſuffering Nature, neglected Virtue, or deſpis d Inno- 
cence. If the Heart does not go along with the Hands, | 
and a ſincere Intention ſtir the Tongue, he is but a a 
meer Stock-Fobber in Juſtice, and a Huckfter in Holi N' 
neſs; and will be ſure to give off, whenever his Ends F 
are anſwer'd. „„ 5 2 8 1 
If Men would but regulate their Lives by the Pre. 
cepts of the Goſpel, the World would quickly look 
with another Face; the Din of Var would be ſilencd 
by aniverſal Peace; Hatred and Malice would be fuc- } 
ceeded by Love and Benevolence; There would be no 
Name for a Lye, nor Place for Perjury ; our own H. 
dicum would not look too little, nor the larger Poſſeſ. 
ſions of our Neighbour, ſeem too much. There 
would be no private Aſſaſſinations, nor publick modilh | 
Murder . EN ö 
No getting of Places by Flattery, nor danger of be- 
ing turn'd out for Falſhood ; no envying againſt out | 
Equals, nor ſnarling at, or plotting againſt our Supe- 
riors; no murmuring againſt the Prieſts with Cora), | 
nor raging againſt a Brother with Cain; but * 
e 8 oro 


CY 


hogn, — C7) ma 


% 
ds, 
ta | 
l Y 
nds | 


e- 
0K 
cd | 
uc. 
no 
Mo- 
ſſeſ. 
lere 


diſh | 


fore was accountable to the Author of his Being, for 
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Honour all Men, love the Brotherhood, fear Cod, re- 
dere his Prieſts, and honour the Queen; and learn in 
whatſoever ate of Life we were, therewith to be Con- 


lle that thinks to regulate his Actions, without cul- 


tirating his Mind by the Rules of the Goſpel, may 


15 well propoſe to cure a Raging Fever, by tying down. 
the Hands ; or expel Poiſon, only by confining the. 
infected Perſon. Tis the Mind that ſtands in the near- 


ef Relation to Heaven, and therefore we cannot but 


ſuppoſe, God's Laws to have the greateſt regard to it; 
and the Breach thereof, will be Regiſtred in the Book 
of our Faults, and be one Day ſeverely accounted for, 
when we ſhall appear before him who has command- 
ed us, not to Grudge one againſt another, leſt we be con- 
demn'd, GC 7 805 „ 
Which brings me to the Third, and laſt Thing which. 


I was to Treat of, viz. the Danger of falling under 
Condemnation for our Grudging one againſt another, be- 
_ cauſe the Fudge ſtandeth before the Door. : 


If Man had not been made an accountable Creature, 
and a free Agent, there would have been no Reaſon, 


why he ſhould be govern'd by Laws; for what Effece 
would they have had on his Actions, without the ne- 
cellary Sanctions of Rewards, and Puniſhments; and 


what juſt Title could he have to either of theſe, if he 


were not a ſpontaneous Creature; but was predeter- 
mind by a fatal Neceſſity, to the committing ſuch and 


ſuch Actions, whether they were Good or Bad 2 
The Primitive Writers, when they ſpoke of the 
Power, and Free-Mill of Man, call'd him &unfSx9., 


Creature that had a Power over himſelf, the Spring 


of whoſe Motion was in his own Breaſt ; and there- 


1 
4 

\ K 
3 
5 
» 
"RH 

- * 

o : 


'Y 
-þ 
1 1 


1 


[ 
| 


% 


is The Unreaſonableneſs and 


WI _ FRY 


the Nature of his Actions; For he has ſhew'd thee, 0 . 
Man, what is Good, even by the Light of Nature; bu 
much more by that of Revelation ; which illuminates 
our Underſtanding, curbs our Will, and rectifies our 
Reaſon. For God has called us out of Darkneſs into 
his marvellous Light ; For we that before had our U. 
derſtandings darkned, and were alienated from the Life 

of God, through the Ignorance that was in us, have my 


i receiv d the Knowledge of the Truth. God has given us ; 
q Abilities ſufficient, through the Merits of Chriſt, to 9 
; do all that he requires of us: We are really ſatisfyd uy 
; in our ſelves, that there is exiſting a Supreme Being, 95 
t which we call God; That he ſees as far as his Power . 
; extends, and takes as much notice of the Peaſant as | 
the Prince ; that he will as well puniſh the publick A 
. Crimes of covenanted Nations, as the ſecret Sins of 55 
ö particular Perſons; For it is he that fitteth upon the % 
Inaiah 40. Circle of the Earth, and the Inhabitants thereof are but | b 
Ver. 22. as Graſshoppers. 33 5 | 
g Though we juſtly value our ſelves upon our Rati- WW; 
onal Faculty, yet if we were not accountable to tome der 
Superior Being, we ſhould but rob the Serpent of that Name 
Character given him in the Third of Ceneſis, of be. , 
ing more ſabtile than any Beaſt of the Field, which the Ne 
Lord God had made. But it is the Glory of Man to ae 
| be ſo fram'd as to think, tho' in a far inferiour Degree, Wi Se: 
f like infinite Wiſdom. „ = 
l For when He wilfully Tranſgreſſes the Divine Com. Int 
. mands, he is aſham'd of him{lf as well as afraid 0! cr 
| his Judge; this was the Care of our Firſt Parent, wi ot 
. had no need to fear, either the artful Bar, or the ad. Wc 
N ful Bench; having no Earthly Tidundl to dread, and n! 
0 knew there was no fly Hypoerite to inform ; for e Wt, 
| had no need to fear his She Partner, who had occaſ AC 
0 on” ee. 
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0 and his Fall, and had robb'd him of his Reſt, as well 
ut s taken his Rib. But yet notwithſtanding all this, 


being conſcious of his Crime, he fooliſhly flies tor fear ; 
hat could no more hide himſelf from his Fudge, than 
he could out-run his Guilt ; For all T. hings are naked and 


Jn. wen unto the Eyes of him, with whom we have to do; 
ife nnd Conſcience it (elf is a thouſand Witneſſes. 
01 


And as it thus befel the Father, after the Breach of 


to when he imbra'd his Hands in his Brother's Blood; 
yd for his Remorſe of Conſcience was ſo Weighty, and 
bis Grief fo Poinant, that he cries out of the Severity 
vet 


of the Sentence, ſaying, his Puniſhment was more than 


Heb. 4. 
Ver. 13. 


God's Commands; ſo it far d no better with the Son, 


e was able to bear; not reflecting on what God Al- 
ick Bl mighty had told him would be the Effect of his, and 
x every other Perſon's Folly ; If thou daft well, ſhalt thoa Gal. 4. 
the | 


Door. : a 

when Holy David cut off a piece of Saul's Raiment, 
Vithout hurting the Prince, his Mind immediately con- 
demns the Saucineſs of the Attempt; and his Heart 
ſmote him as ſtrongly, as when he tranſgreſs'd in Num- 
bring the People; And Judas, that Arch-Traytor, who 


neither carry his Money, nor keep his Life, out of a 
denſe of having betray d the Innocent Blood. = 
Neither is it the Bible alone, that affords us theſe 


we Inſtances, for prophane Authors yield as plentiful a 
mY Crop, For there's no Weight ſo heavy, as the Guilt 


of Sin, nor any Cries ſo troubleſome, as thoſe of a 


11 ounded Conſcience ; for the Mind being conſcious of 
1 Lau, and conſequently accountable to the Lamgiver, 
45 te Underſtanding muſt paſs Judgment upon immoral 


Icons, in ſpight of all the Tricks of Art and Impu- 
ence, ö | | Thus 


wt be accepted, and if thou doft not well, Sin lieth at the | 


had no Reaſon to fear either the Fews or Romans, could 
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Thus the Subtile Knave, who has brib'd an Er- 


ſtancy and Patience, I ſhould have fatisfy'd my ſelf off 


my Cauſe. | 


or pack'd a Fury, that has gain d his End by Falſhocd 
or Fraud, or has kidnapp'd a Cauſe by Power or perju- 
ry, ſtands regiſter d for 41 Fool in the Records of his 
own Breaſt , having exchang'd Pearls for Pebbles, and 


dence, 


proſtituted his Conſcience to pleaſe his Pocket. Whereas 
on the contrary, a Good Man is all calm within, tho 
it be never ſo tempeſtuous without; the thoughts of 
having done his Duty, gives him delight, and refleQinglf 
upon his Practice, affords him Pleaſure: He is reſign 
in the midſt of Calamities, and eaſy under every Dif 
appointment; knowing that a wite Man ſhould alwayy 
ward againſt the worſt that can befal him, tho he pro 
ſecutes the Matter without Puſillanimity, or Deſponf 
dency : And faying thus with himſelf, he makes eve4 
ry thing tolerable ; What if I ſuffer much, have I noff 
deſervd more? What tho' T have loft a Cauſe, which 
in my Opinion was good and juſt 2 perhaps my .ovelif 
fondneſs for my ſelf brib'd my Judgment, or the Scalq; 
was turn d on my Adverſary's ſide by a weightier Fee 
In either of which Caſes, what need I be over much 
concerned, ſince I am not the firſt that has been dal 
ceiv'd ; neither ſhall. I be the laſt that ſhall be cheated 
And before Thad put my ſelf upon the trial of my Coq 
the ſteddineſs of my Courage, rather than have flatter 
my ſelf with Succeſs, from a conceit of the Juſtice q 


But Secondly, If the Sinner ſtands condemned by tl 
Spiritual Judge within his own Breaſt, it is not VC 


— 


likely that he Il be acquitted by the Temporal one Vi" 


* 


out. For tho he does pretend to invade Gods bra 
gative, in ſearching the Heart, yetz ſince I houg, . 
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re the Springs of Action, he'll certainly puniſh him for | 
te Effect, tho' he could not prevent the Cauſe. =_ 
For ſince our Princes are wiſe, they certainly chuſe 
hoſe that are learned to be Judges of our Earth; ſuch _ | 
come up to Fethro's Character, viz. Able men, that 2 2 
fear God, men of Truth, hating Covetonſneſs ; who take 
led to what they do, knowing that they judge not for man, 
but for the Lord; therefore the fear of the Lord is upon 
een; well weighing that there is no Iniquity with the 1 
u their God, nor reſpect of Perſons, nor taking of Gifts. 
sch Men as theſe , tho' they take not upon them to 3 
each, are certainly the Miniſters of God; and reſemble - 
the Apoſtles in other things beſides their Number; and 
king Judges of the Tribes, they take care of that Fe- 
nſalem whither they go up to worſhip ;and will not only 
icourage, but puniſh thoſe who cry down with it, down | 
with it, even to the very ground. Xs I 
Theſe are the Springs that ſet our Excellent Laws in | 
notion; and give Life and Vigor to the Letter. The 
Ferfons that ſupport the Afflicted, relieve the Op- | 
rrels'd, and ſee that ſuch as are in need and neceſſity have 
ht; that make no diſtinction between the Ax and 
ie Rope, but puniſh the great overgrown Sinner, as 
well as the mean paultry Thief; that put a ſtop to 
pretended Prophecies, and curb Enthuſiaſtic Madneſs ; 
lat every Spring and Autumn deſtroy the too flouriſh- 
ng Crop of Vice, and at theſe Great Aſſemblies ſtamp 
1 Reverential Awe upon the Faces of the Promiſcuous 
Cod, and will not ſuffer a Pert Pleader to baffle an 
Evidence, and lead him into Error, being more con- 
ern d to ſhew his Parts, than his Honeſty. Therefore 
der ſuch Laws, and ſuch Miniſters of Juſtice, what 
inner can pretend to go unpunith'd 2 or what Delin- 
nt uncondemn'd 2 | N 25-680 ans 
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N Laſtly, Tho' a Man ſhould be dear to the Sentencs 
of Conſcience, or ſhould eſcape the Juſtice of an 
Earthly Judge, (which he cannot well hope for) yet 


; — 


il ſhall the Sinner certainly be condemn'd by the Tre. 
4 mendous Fudge of the whole Werld, who continually fr 
| ſtandeth before the Door. wh 
4 The Jews found, by woful Experience, that the Juſt the 
. Fudge, the Saviour of the World, delay'd not his com. cu 
| ing, but was even at the Door, when ſhortly after his cle 
| Crucifixion, he came to execute Judgment upon thoſe ve 
; wicked Murtherers who begg'd the Guilt of his Inno- th 

| - cent Blood upon the Heads of them and their Chil. 
q dren. But altho' that Sentence be paſs d, yet is not the Pa 
. Court ſo much as adjourn'd; for not a Day, nor an a 
Hour, no nor even a Minute paſſes, but Thouſands te 
. receive Sentence, according to the Deeds done in the ce 
: Fleſh. For the Lord's Arm is not ſportned, but his Hind p- 
1 ſtretched out ſtill. The effect of our Sin is Death, WM © 
and the conſequence of that is Judgment; For it is ap- ar 
pointed for all men once to die, and after that the Fudz- NI 
ment. So that a Soul, immediately after its ſeparati- t 
on from the Body, knows its Doom, and is received Wi © 
into the Common Receptacle of Spirits which are diſ- 0 

united from the Body, there to expect a more full and 

formal Judgment, at the Great and Terrible Day of the 0 
Lord, when it ſhall be re- united to its Co- partner the WW /: 
Body, and the Son of man ſhall come in his glory, with his I 
Holy Angels, and with the Voice of the Arch-ange!, and a 
with the Trump of God, and before him ſhall be gat ber d al 7 
Nations, who ſhall receive Sentence according to their } 
T7 RR | 0 
The God of the Spirits of all Fleſh neither ſun. Wi © 
breth nor ſleepeth, but is continually regiſtring the i 


Dark Deeds of the Mind, as well as the Viſible ones 
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oe the Body; He 750 always about our Paths, and about 
10% Bed, and pondereth and underſtandeth our Theughts 
log, before. : 7 „„ 
le feth our Auimoſities and Diviſions; knows who 
rt gave the Fatal Party Names, and to what end; 
who are the Trueſt Friends to his Spouſe the Church, 
thoſe who always honour their Mother, or thoſe who 
cre not from what Breaſt they ſuck their Milk. He 
clearly ſees. the Nature of Things, tho' artfully co- 


rerd with faſhionable Words; and will puniſh Miſchief, 


tho' it wears the modiſh Mark of Moderation. 
God Almighty regardeth not Names, nor reſpecteth 


Parties any more than Perſons ; for among all Nations, 


and all People, he that feareth him, and worketh Righ- 
 teouſneſs, ſhall be accepted of him. The moſt diſ- 
| cerning Mortal, or penetrating Perſon, may be im- 


pos d upon by ſpecious Pretences ; but God cannot be 
{mock'd ; for he ſeeth the firſt Sallies of our Thoughts, 


and the ſecret Springs of our Minds; and will pro- 
nounce a Man a Sinner, for the Iniquity of the Heart, 
tao the Body be bow'd to the Decencies of Devotion; 
or a malicious Deſign be hatch'd, by a ſeemingly ſan- 
City'd Reformer. . PR REN 

There 1s no flying from God's Preſence ; blinding 
ot his Eyes, or baffling of his Power ; For he always 


| handeth before the Door, and plainly ſees what is done 


in the Houſes of our Hearts; and pronounces Sentence 
accordingly ; for ſhall not the Judge of all the Earth do 
igt? This very Conſideration ſhould make us ſet a 
Watch upon our Thoughts, and a Guard upon our Acti- 
ons; call a Court in our Breaſts, and impartially try 
our {elves by God's Law; which will paſs a truer Ver- 
| 4iZ upon us, than is often given by Twelve poor Ig- 
norant, tho perhaps well-meaning Men; and if our 
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1 Heart 3 us not, J them may” 8 Confidence 1. 
wards God ; but if our  Heartycondemn us, God is gra : 
than our Heart, and knoweth all Things. 

To conclude, Let us all behave our ſelves fo, as he. | 
comes Perſons whotalways-ſtand in the Preſence of 4 
juſt and terrible Judge; Who will try the Integrity of 
the Heart, by the pureſt Law that ever was pro. 
mulg'd. This would make us not dare to Grucgę one 


againſt another, neither upon the account of Place, not 


poſitively forbids it. ö 

This would ended Order „Peace, an Vnion; 4 
by regulating the Motions: of us Mortals, who arc 
now Hurrying about this Ball of Contention, the Earth, 
F like Piſmires? on a Mole-hill ; make us bear our own, - 
and other People's Burdens with Patience, and Sub- | 
- miſſion ; ſhortly expecting a General Goal Deliven, ior | 
N | the Jecke 8 Ia rhe. . — 


: Profit; ; much leſs 1 upon the Score of Religion, which 
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Heart condemn us not, then may we have Confidence u. 
wards God ; but if our Heart, condemn us, God is greater 
than our Heart, and knoweth all Things. 

To conclude, Let us all behave our ſelves fo, as he. 
comes Perſons who always ſtand in the Preſence of: 
Jjuſt and terrible Judge; who will try the Integrity of 
the Heart, by the pureſt Law that ever was pro- 
mulg'd. This would make us not dare to Grudge ont 
againſt another, neither upon the account of Place, nor 
Profit; much leſs upon the Score of Religion, which 
poſitively forbids it. 32 e 

This would introduce Order, Peace, and Union; 
by regulating the Motions of us Mortals, who are 
now hurrying about this Ball of Contention, the Earth, 
like Piſmires on a Mole-hill; make us bear our own, 
and other People's Burdens with Patience, and Sub- 
miſſion ; ſhortly expecting a General Goal. Delivei, ior 
behold the Judge landeth before the Door. 575 
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